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14 March 2008, Budapest

Dear Organizers, Dear Guests,

Hungary is hosting a rather unique international event these days: in the framework of the 'Europe for Citizens 2007-2013' European Union programme, the Hungarian Association for Community Development has engaged in long-term European network-building involving two major European community development networks whose members, in direct contact with the citizens, work for the development of local communities in 25 organizations of 17 EU member states from Estonia to Spain, from Bulgaria to Sweden.

These networks, the Central and Eastern European Citizens Network (CEE CN) and the Combined European Bureau for Social Development (CEBSD), are meeting for the first time to build and expand their relations in the framework of an event organized by the Hungarian Association for Community Development in Budapest.

In the course of tomorrow's Europe Day and during the following days, the two European community development networks, which have, up to this date, worked separately, yet for an identical objective (namely for the development of civil society and democracy), will work together in a joint workshop, letting their members know each other, learn from each other, inspire each other, strengthen each other's efforts, and ultimately, finding appropriate forms for their co-operation, they will collectively seek for a common European dimension in their work.

 

This activity represents an organic follow-up to the international conference 'Developing European Civil Society through Community Development', organized by CEBSD, IACD and HACD in the year of Hungary's EU accession, on 25-28 March 2004. That conference, up in the Buda Castle, was attended by 130 representatives from EU and also from non-EU countries (community workers, research professionals, sponsors, decision-makers, governmental officers, NGO and community representatives), who shared their experiences in preparation for the accession of the 10 new member states. The participants to that conference released the so-called Budapest Declaration, which has since become a major European directive in the field of European civil society and community development.

It is my great pleasure to be the honorary patron of this networking event, for I am convinced that community development provides key support for reaching an active and democratic social involvement. As in other parts of Europe, in Hungary relations between government and civil society are getting closer and increasingly diverse. Today, we are not merely talking about state support for civil organizations and about the implementation of certain public tasks on the local level. The government is also making efforts to channel, on the one hand, the knowledge and experience accumulated by civil society into politics, and on the other hand, to involve NGOs in the decision-making process through professional meetings and public debates on different legal measures and actual grant programmes. Also, there is a substantial change undergoing in the relations between civil organizations and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which tries to bring the area of diplomacy and foreign affairs closer to citizens with the active involvement of non-governmental organizations. I believe that community development professionals can stimulate and activate society not only in the area of foreign affairs, but also in other political issues, thus becoming important promoters of a more complete democracy - built on active social participation.

I am confident that this event will provide a good opportunity for a genuinely fruitful exchange of ideas and an uplifting sharing of experience.

On behalf of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Hungary, please let me welcome all of you here, with the sincere wish: may your efforts be successful!

Kinga Göncz

Minister of Foreign Affairs

THE EUROPEAN DIALOGUE PROJECT

The European Dialogue project undertakes to organise the first network meeting of two European community organizing and development networks, the CEE CN Central-Eastern European Citizens Network and the CEBSD Combined European Bureau for Social Development, with the participation of representatives from 26 organizations from 17 European member countries and 1 EFTA-country Norway, coordinators from the two networks and 10 Hungarian community activists, so that these two civil society development networks can contribute to the development of citizenship in the European Union.

The project has been initiated by HACD (applicant), which is a member in both networks. 

The applicant’s partners will be the 2 network organizations, CEBSD and CEE CN.

The aim of the project is to help the members of the two European community development networks, which have been working independently, but for the same goal - the development of civil society and participative democracy -, to get to know each other, to learn from each other, to reinforce each other’s efforts, to jointly seek the European dimension of their work while they inspire each other to seek potential ways of cooperation.

The basis for future cooperation between the two networks can be the agreeing of their aims and the integration of these into one pan-European aim: the promotion of active European citizenship, the joint promotion of participation and democracy at the European level, the strengthening of the European sense of identity, the definition of possible ways and future projects to achieve this, creating closer and more regular cooperation between the two networks.

The project intends to achieve the above objectives through 3 transnational and 2 national workshops, organised by the main applicant:

1. Preparatory, coordination workshop - national 

2. Planning Workshop – transnational   

3. European Dialogue on the Day of Europe – transnational. The workshop will be preceded by a press conference, which will present the Europe for Citizens programme, the two networks and their expected future cooperation. It will also issue an English language newsletter for the representatives of the written and electronic media. 

4. Coordination workshop - national. Evaluation and preparation for the follow-up 1. 

5. Follow-up – transnational workshop. Evaluation and preparation for the follow-up 2.

As the result of the project, the members of the two European civil society development networks will get to know each other, work together, learn from each other and will become committed to European integration. Consequently, they will initiate cooperation between the networks in launching projects at the European level to promote citizens’ informal and non-formal learning to acquire skills and competences. This will add a local and transnational dimension to future interactions, thus realising the values of community development and those of the EU.

The effect of the project will be rolled out by the participants to the members of the participant’s organizations, to the citizens and decision-makers around them, to the publicity of the national civil networks, as well as to the broad public and European and national political levels, reaching thousands of European citizens in this way.

PROGRAMME

Thursday, 8th May

11.00 Registration desk opens (HACD’s office: 1011 Budapest, Corvin tér 8. 

Lunch from 12.00 at the registration venue

14.00: Opening Ceremony and Press Conference on the Boat Europe
appr. 15.30/16.00 Departure to Kunbábony (journey takes 1,5 hours)

Accommodation, dinner, social evening

Friday,  9th May - DAY OF EUROPE

  9.00-9.30
Welcome and network circle
  9.30-9.50
Ilona Vercseg: Opening speech
  9.50-10.20
Panel
CEBSD Fenny Gerrits, Sue Webb; CEE CN Chuck Hirt and HACD Central-Eastern and Western Europe, Ilona Vercseg in a deeper context

10.20-11.00
Discussion

11.00-11.30
Break

11.30-13.00
Introduction of the two networks: 

This is done in the format of interviews with 3-4 people from each network, than we let space for questions from audience. Interviewer: Géza Gosztonyi, Civil Radio 

13.00

Lunch and informal networking 

14.30-14.50
Kirsten Paaby: Introduction of the afternoon’s topics and working methodology (Café Dialogue)

· Localisation - Globalisation? - CEECN host

· Dialogue between citizens groups and local authorities (legal framework and practices) - CEECN host

· Local elections and local representation - CEECN host

· Including the excluded - CEBSD host

· Intercultural dialogue - CEBSD host

· CD as an approach to citizens’ participation - CEBSD host

· Europe: Differences and similarities in European Civil Society: - HACD host, Máté Varga

Aim: giving and getting information, sharing, outline the common interests

16.20-16.35 Break and stretch legs

16.35-17.20 Kirsten Paaby: Express the main focuses of the Café Dialogue (Bull’s eye method)

17.20

In-depth discussion and preparation of presentation (group work)

19.00

Dinner, social evening

Saturday, 10th May

  9.00

Welcome the new day: Máté Varga

10:00

Presentations on Café Dialogue (max 10 mins each) and reflections. Café Dialogue closes.

10.40-11.10    Break

11.10-11.40
Anna Karailieva, Margo Gorman: Future Timeline presentation
Aim: to build on, to enrich and enhance existing actions and proposed events.

To set up a timeline of these events on flipcharts wall, create dialogue what else can we do together and when (presentation and group work)

11.40-13.00
Group work
(4/5 allocated groups will make suggestions about future steps. What can we combine, what are our possibilities based on all the ideas? Discussion and dialogue that we have had). 

13.00- 13.30
Feedback from groups and this feedback will be taken to the two networks.

Speed Dialogue – some points for evaluation.

Close 

Afternoon: CEBSD Board Meeting, CEE CN RT Meeting, followed by common evaluation

Dinner and evening programme

Sunday, 11th May
Departures
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Café dialogue á la the Ideas Bank

The idea behind the method:

· An informal setting creates a space for good dialogues 

· It allows for a lot of concrete ideas to be generated in a short time

· It gives everybody a chance to participate and contribute

· The method opens for social meetings and networking

Phases in the Café Dialogue
1. Brainstorming and dialogue in rounds. Each participant contributes to three themes of a certain number of themes

2. Priorities – which suggestions are the most important
3. Work in groups: Suggestions for plans of action
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Rules for the Café Dialogue

•
All opinions and ideas to be written down.

•
If people disagree – write down both opinions.  

•
Let everyone have their say – respect each other’s opinions. 

Form:

•
One overarching topic and a number of sub-topics. All take part in discussion on three topics – i.e. three rounds. 

•
Tables set out as in an ordinary café. There is one host or hostess and one topic for the discussion at each table. 

•
Host’s task is to encourage participants to come up with their ideas and suggestions regarding the topic, and to make sure that all get their say. 

•
Host must make sure that all ideas are written down on the „tablecloth”. Participants may write their own ideas down. 

•
The round ends when a signal is given. All except hosts then change tables, choosing one with a discussion topic that interests them. Thus new groups are formed during the process. Hosts remain seated and sum up previous discussion for the next group of guests at their tables.

•
Hosts of each table finally sum up the results of all rounds at     

       
their table in plenary.

Prioritising the ideas and action plan
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Prioritising through “Bulls Eye”

Which suggestions are most important?

•
Each participant has 2 votes, to be used on one topic.  

•
One vote = one move inwards. 

•
No more than two Post-Its may be moved. 

•
They may only be moved inwards – not outwards. 

Based on the result of priorities the participants work in groups to make actions plans for the specific topics worked with. What to do in the short term and the long-term perspective.

Who works together with whom on what issues to take action from the ideas prioritised?

The Café Dialogue ends with a short presentation of the action plans.

The Method is inspired and developed from the World Café http://www.theworldcafe.com/ 

PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS

CEE CN Central-Eastern European Citizens Network

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: CEE Citizens Network

	Address: Kapitulska 13, 97401 Banska Bystrica, Slovakia

	Tel:  +421-48-415 2468     Fax:  +421-48-412 3880       E-mail:   chuck@ceecn.net

	Website:  www.ceecn.net

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	The mission of the Network is to promote citizens participation in Central and Eastern Europe and provide opportunities for grassroots initiatives to learn and exchange experiences and ideas.  We began in the year 2000 when we brought together representatives from six countries where organizations were active in promoting citizen participation.  The Network has continued to grow in both size and capacity since that time.  It is meeting an important need in the region. 

	What are your present activities and projects?

	The primary activities of the Network include Citizen Participation Week, which is a week long campaign during the last week of September where all member countries actively promote the need for citizen participation.  In 2008, we were granted participatory status with the Council of Europe through which we believe we will be better able to impact issues of citizen participation.  We have agreed to cooperate with them in promoting European Week of Local Democracy, which we will do in conjunction with Citizen participation Week.  We also have been writing down best practices, holding annual training, holding conferences every two years and managing a website through which we share information.  We have recently initiated an e-participation effort, which we hope to expand in the coming years.

	Identify your current primary interests:

	There has been a significant shift in the Network in the past year to move increasingly toward being pro-active and project oriented.  In the past, most emphasis was placed on training and conducting a conference every other year along with the website.  As members have grown to know each other and learn that working together, we can make a larger impact, we have decided to increase our activity to become more pro-active through events like Citizen Participation Week.

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	The Citizens Network has created a strategic alliance with an American group, which is primarily connected with Community Partners in Los Angeles.  We have also begun consultation with the Combined European Bureau for Social Development.  There is consideration of a new relationship with the Baltic Sea NGO Network as well.

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	The issue of citizen participation is the core interest of the Citizens Network.  This effort connects very much with the issue of European citizenship.  The issue of European Citizenship also can be a divisive issue within the Network as well as the members come from EU countries as well as those who are not.  All activities are focused on this effort.


CEBSD Combined European Bureau for Social Development

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: Stichting Combined European Bureau for Social Development (stichting = foundation), registered in ‘s Gravenhage (The Hague) in the Netherlands in 3 July 1990

	Address: Winthonlaan 4-6/3526 KV Utrecht, Postbus 19129/3501 DC Utrecht, contact: Drs. Fenny Gerrits

	Tel: 030 789 20 26              Fax: 030 789 21 11                 E-mail: fenny.gerrits@gmail.com

	Website: www.cebsd.org

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	The Combined European Bureau for Social Development is a non-governmental European umbrella organization, which brings together a variety of partners from a dozen countries both inside and outside of the European Union. It is registered as a foundation under Dutch law. The aim is the following:

The board should contribute to the optimal development of sustainable community development in Europe and carry out activities which can further this aim by:

· Studies or research – national or international

· Facilitation of agency development

· Taking part in policy discussions on social development

· Make studies of good practice widely accessible by dissemination of results

· Use all legal means possible to achieve goals of Community Development

	What are your present activities and projects?

	The board exists - for the time being - of 9 member organizations that works in the field of sustainable community development and will increase it to maximum 15 members that fulfil the existing criteria of being active in Social and Sustainable Community Development. The board members are either the Directors or persons from the member organizations that has a legal status and are nominated by the Director.  

The Board is responsible for monitoring the sub-groups and the broader network of CEBSD.  The sub-groups under the Strategic Plan 2007-2011 are:

· Training and Learning for Community Development

 

· Social Inclusion  


· Dialogue with Civil Society including “European Citizenship” and “People and Politics” 

	Identify your current primary interests:

	The CEBSD has been granted funding by for dissemination and transfer of lessons on Training and Learning for Community Development as part of the Lifelong Learning Programme, funded by the European Commission through the Executive Agency Education, Audiovisual and Culture.

The networking across networks is already steaming ahead. (See TLCD for a summary of the project www.cebsd.org or contact co-ordinator@cebsd.org)

Dialogue with Civil Society 

The Ideas Bank Norway has been working with the task force both at a national, Nordic and European level. Kirsten Paaby has prepared a report on the CEBSD Task Force on Dialogue with Civil Society structured around the following:

1. People and Politics – a follow up of the dialogue workshop in Oslo November 2006 (see CEBSD news)

2. Strengthening Participative Democracy through collaborative learning – a new EU-project (see CEBSD news)

3. Liveable communities – and our contribution with three modules-

4. The follow up of the Nordic Campaign “The Balancing Act (see CEBSD news)

European Dialogue

The Hungarian Association for Community Development has received funding from the European Commission to work on joint action between CEBSD and the Central and Eastern Citizen's Network under "Europe for citizens: Promotion of Active European Citizenship "Support for projects initiated by civil society organizations A report from Máté Varga on a meeting in November to plan a programme of work centred around May 2008 looks at: 

· Practical Ideas for Future Co-operation 

· Plans for a joint meeting in May 2008 

· Networking built around sharing, future planning and dissemination. 
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	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	CEBSD has a formal link to a number of networks and other bodies which include Community Development such as European Social Platform, International Association for Community Development, World Social Forum. 

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	See above!


BELGIUM

Samenlevingsopbouw Vlaanderen vzw, Brussel

	Organizational data

	Name of organisaton: Samenlevingsopbouw Vlaanderen vzw

	Address: Vooruitgangstraat 323, 1030 Brussels, Belgium

	Tel:    02/201 05 65          Fax:    02/201 05 14   E-mail: lies.beunens@samenlevingsopbouw.be

	Web site: www.samenlevingsopbouw.be

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	Samenlevingsopbouw Vlaanderen is a Nongovernmental organization which, with financial support from the Flemish government, promotes and supports community work in Flanders and Brussels. 

	What are your present activities and projects?

	· Research projects

· Training for +/- 200 professionals in community work

· Information and documentation center / library

· Expertise on social and private housing

· Expertise on school and education

· Expertise on livability

	Identify your current primary interests:

	Support and promote

· process work with disadvantaged groups and habitants

· Political influence

· Working on participation and innovation

· Applying methods

· Improve human rights

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	- Cooperation between Flanders and The Netherlands

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	Only active at the regional and local level

· Frame of reference on participation

· Toolkit Participation


BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA


CCI Centers for Civic Initiatives, Banja Luka

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: Centers for Civic Initiatives (CCI)  

	Address: Jajacka 13, Banja Luka, BiH 

	Tel:  + 387 51 212 118                Fax: +387 51 228 172        E-mail: igors@ccibh.orh 

	Website: www.ccibh.org 

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	Centres for Civic Initiatives (CCI) is a BiH non-governmental and non-profit organization, with the mission to encourage and develop active citizen participation in democratic processes.  

Since its establishment in 1998, CCI has been working to strengthen the public awareness of individuals and citizens’ groups in order for them to cooperate with their elected representatives in a more efficient way.  

CCI also works on strengthening the capacities of local NGOs in BiH and the region, provides assistance to officials on different levels of government in improving the process of administration as regards the publicity of work and citizen participation, runs campaigns with the purpose of changing laws and policies, and brings them closer to the democratic principles and standards of the European Union.

	What are your present activities and projects?

	Approaches that CCI uses in its activities are:

· Running campaigns
for making impact on BiH legal environment and raising public awareness around issues of the accountability of elected officials.

· Re-granting 

allowing organizations of BiH civil society to approach the necessary resources for implementing advocacy activities  

· Training 

about citizen participation in decision-making, advocacy techniques, NGO management, fundraising, role of Boards in non-profit organizations and public relations. 

· Mentoring 

on civic organizing and budget planning processes in local communities.    

· Consultancy 

in establishing processes and procedures in municipal governance about participation, transparency, accountability and co-operation with NGOs.  

· Publishing 

e- newsletter and manuals on citizen participation. 

Some projects currently implemented by CCI:

· “Civil Advocacy Partnership Program” (CAPP) (2005 – 2008); 
· ‘Civic Society and Citizens in BiH’ (2007 – 2010); 

· “Rights of Minorities in Practice” (2007 – 2007); 
· ‘Conflict prevention through dialogue’ (2007 – 2008). 

	Identify your current primary interests:

	Monitoring and analyzing the work of BiH governments at different levels in order to evaluate effectiveness and efficiency of their work – especially with regards to the public money spent in each fiscal year, and informing public/citizens about the conclusions in order to strengthen public awareness and a critical approach to the performance of public officials. 



	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	CCI is one of the founders and member of two international NGO networks:

· Central and Eastern Europe Citizens Network (CEE CN) – www.ceecn.net 

· European Network of Election Monitoring Organizations (ENEMO)- www.enemo.org.ua 

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	Described above. 


BULGARIA


C.E.G.A. Creating Effective Grassroots Alternatives, Sofia

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: “C.E.G.A. – Creating Effective Grassroots Alternatives” Foundation 

	Address: 96 G.S.Rakovski Str., Sofia 1000 Bulgaria

	Tel:             +359 29810913                           Fax: +3592988 9696               E-mail:cega@cega.bg

	Website: www.cega.bg

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	C.E.G.A. works for the sustainable development of disadvantaged groups through stimulating citizens' involvement in community decision making process and local self-governance. 
1. Providing resources, technical support, access to information and assistance in fundraising to grassroots groups and organizations;

2. Disseminating working democratic practices and linking effective community-based initiatives;

3. Advocacy, coalition building and public campaigns for change in existing policies and attitudes based on lessons learnt at community level.

	What are your present activities and projects?

	Supporting local and regional development for better social inclusion and emancipation of marginalized communities in Bulgaria - 2006–2009.
Co-funded by Oxfam - NOVIB and Charles Stewart Mott Foundation.

The project is aimed at mobilizing the community potential through supporting community based organizations or initiative groups and to stimulate the partnership between civil structures and state institutions in the process of local problem solving. The project activities include trainings, technical assistance, support in fundraising of grassroots NGO-s and local governments, implementation of local educational programs in 3 communities, monitoring the implementation of plans for integrating Roma communities at municipal, regional and national level.

Start for communication and work in multiethnic environment - 2007 – 2008
Co-funded by the Youth in Action Program

The project aims to build social skills and to improve intercultural dialogue among young people with different ethnic backgrounds from four Bulgarian localities.

Different together in the football field and at school, in partnership with Bulgarian Football Union – 2008 – 2009, funded by ESF

The project aims to build a multicultural environment at school level, working with the children, their parents and teachers. 

	Identify your current primary interests:

	· Development of local communities;

· Building capacity of grass-roots organizations and initiative groups;

· Providing access to quality education of children from minority groups;

· Facilitating public-private partnership at local level for social inclusion;

· Development of local strategies for social inclusion thorough involvement of all stakeholders;

· Development programs for the social inclusion of the Roma at national, regional and local level;

· Monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of state and local programs for social inclusion;

· Income generation in rural areas.

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	· Different Together Platform – consists of 41 organizations working for the social inclusion of disadvantaged communities.

· Central and Eastern European Citizens Network
· PAKIV European Network

· TRIALOG and CONCORD Networks


	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	Citizen participation is cross-cutting in all projects of C.E.G.A., and it is developed through:

· Building local leadership capacity for solving the problems of communities;

· Promoting citizen participation in decision-making processes at local level;

· Community development based on local ownership and citizens’ involvement. 

Projects:

· Supporting local and regional development for better social inclusion and emancipation of marginalized communities in Bulgaria - 2006 – 2009.

· Establishment of a National Platform for Social Inclusion of Vulnerable Groups - December 2006 – December 2007

· Initiative for Community Change -January 2002 – February 2006.

· Youth in Action – 2002 – 2005


CZECH REPUBLIC

CCO Center for Community Organizing Central Moravia, Prerov

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: Centre for Community Organizing Central Moravia 

	Address: Palackého 30, 750 00 Přerov, Czech Republic

	Tel:         + 420 581 210 502      Fax:    + 420 581 210 502         E-mail: stredni.morava@cpkp.cz

	Web site: www.cpkp.cz

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	CCO Central Moravia is a non-profit organization which provides services for all interested representatives from the public administration, civic organizations and the private sector in the following areas:

- Public participation and participation of civic organizations in the development of  

   municipalities, towns and regions

- Local sustainable development

- Community planning of social services 

- Education of public administration officials

- Regional policy of the European Union and regional development in the Czech Republic

- Education, support and strengthening of non-governmental non-profit organizations

- Eco-programme 

	What are your present activities and projects?

	Improvement of the Decision-making Process Quality in the Public Administrations of new EU member states – “About People with People” (Watchdog)
The primary objective of the project is to provide support in connection with transparency and participative democracy, and to enhance the quality of decision-making processes in the public administration. The primary target groups are municipalities, non-profit organizations and other specialists in public participation, as they are the ones who deliver quality in the decision-making processes in public administration. The Project also focuses on the promotion of good public participation practices and experience exchanges in the field with other post-communist countries.

The Project itself is divided into modules that are interrelated. 
1. Public Participation Task Force 

The purpose of the Task Force is to raise awareness on participative democracy and public participation in decision-making processes in the Czech Republic. One of the objectives is to create a “good practice minimum in public administration” and to enforce it through regulations, decrees, possibly acts, and some standard training for civil servants and politicians (possibly as part of the relevant curricula at universities). Another objective is to monitor new acts and providing comments on them from the perspective of public participation. The Task Force includes organizations and individuals who have experience with participative democracy and public participation in public matters (from public administration bodies, academic environment, NGO’s and the business sector).  Its primary outputs are the analysis of the “compulsory” elements of public participation in the Czech Republic at various levels, as well as the analysis of methods for reaching the obligatory minimum of public participation.
2. Training Module and Public Participation

Training courses for the elected officials of municipalities, towns, cities and regions, and the staff of municipal, metropolitan and regional authorities on communication with the public have taken place in eight locations in the Czech Republic: Prague, Chomutov, České Budějovice, Brno, Pardubice, Plzeň, Ostrava and Přerov. Another training course has been carried out in Banská Bystrica in Slovakia. Public administration staff attending the training received information on how to assure that decision making and planning at the local level are made more efficient via public participation. In addition, they were also given the opportunity to consult their individual local projects.

Public Participation Contest

The contest called “About People with People” is aimed at motivating the public administration to cooperate with the non-governmental sector. This is done alongside with drawing the attention to good practice examples and rewarding officials and politicians who actively support the development of civil society. The same contests are organized in Poland, Hungary and Slovakia. 

	Identify your current primary interests:

	We are focusing on realizing programmes on public participation in investment planning and decision-making. We concentrate on public participation in the planning and design of meetings, the preparation for the regeneration of panel housing estates, the preparation of strategies, development or communication, or the preparation of traffic constructions or other investments. We are holding education programs in the field of public participation for public administration officers. 



	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	None



	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	Public participation is the main idea, which is common to all our programs. The Centre for Community Organizing realizes an educational programme aimed at public participation in public administration in the Czech Republic. These are seminars that have been accredited by the Ministry of Interior of the Czech Republic as a training programme for public administration called “Community and Action Planning in Practice”, registered as AK I/PV – 503/2004. – Projects Watchdog, Education – Consultation – Praxis. 

CCO also has rich experience with motivation elements (e.g. the award for public administration called “About people with people“). Each year CCO organizes an award for villages, towns and micro regions where the representatives of municipalities present their best decision-making processes and practices, especially in the area of public and NGO participation in regional development. At the same time, they promote new and imaginative communicative techniques to be used with the public. The awarded projects are processed into studies, which are used in the training of public officials and, at the same time, are published as good practice examples.  
CCO realizes projects focused on public participation in planning and designing public spaces and preparing for the regeneration of panel housing estates – projects ‘Regeneration of Panel Housing Estates Mackalov in Olomouc’, ‘Regeneration of Panel Housing Estates in Šternberk’, ‘Sandpits in Our Neighborhood, Olomouc’.

CCO offers a complex methodological project for the collective planning of social services and the elaboration of individual elements. Following the principle of community planning and public participation, we are trying to help municipalities and towns in planning the development of social services in a way that answers the needs and specifics of the target groups – projects ‘Community Planning of Social Services in Hranice, Lipník and Šternberk’.



Agora Central Europe, Society for Democracy and Culture, Prague

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: Agora Central Europe 

	Address: Petra Rezka 12, 140 00 Praha 4, Czech Republic 

	Tel:          +420 261 222 914              Fax:      +420 261 210 233          E-mail: info@agora-ce.cz

	Web site: www.agora-ce.cz

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	Agora Central Europe (hereafter referred to as Agora CE) is a Czech non-profit organization founded in 1998 with the aim of helping to enhance communication between local governments, central government bodies and citizens and to involve citizens in decision making processes at all levels.

	What are your present activities and projects?

	Major activities and projects

Citizen participation and engagement of citizens in the policy-making processes (in the Czech Republic and other countries / Bosnia Herzegovina, Serbia, Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, Croatia, Ukraine, Bulgaria etc.)

· public debates, meetings and discussions on specific issues,

· inquires and surveys, and processing of their outcomes (opinion polls, telephone interviews),

· working groups (meetings, workshops, etc.),

· preparation of development plans for municipalities and regions aimed at specific areas on their basis.

Public debates- development of new discussion forms, enhancement of democracy 

· new concept of public debates in Prague in co-operation with the daily newspaper Lidové noviny (very lively, interactive and interesting public debates on current issues every month)

· debating the project for secondary school students called On the Way to Parliament (regional and national rounds of a debating contest)

· internships focusing on showing examples of time-proven methods and techniques of working with the youth 

Knowledge sharing– seminars, conferences and publications

· training programmes and seminars primarily targeted at individual politicians and civil servants, NGOs, teachers, students or citizens’ committees. 

· publications on citizens participation methods

· documentary “Meaning of democracy ” in co-operation with the Czech Television

	Identify your current primary interests:

	· Citizen participation projects

· Involvement in building up civic society

· Public debates and debating projects

· Planning processes (community planning, strategic planning etc.)

· Development of new projects / national as well as international 

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	CEE Citizens Network

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	No involvement with European Citizenship

Current participation projects 

· BiH, Serbia / participation projects on local levels implemented with local partners / CCI and DTI

· Community planning of social services in the city of Prague

· Debating and participation project in Georgia – together with 3 other Czech and 1 Georgian partners


DENMARK


KSS Kristeligt Studenter-Settlement, København

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: Kristeligt Studenter-Settlement

	Address: Dybbølsgade 41,   1721 København V

	Tel:+ 45 33228820                       Fax:  +45 33224016         E-mail:bertelsen@settlementet.dk

	Website:www.settlementet.dk

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	Kristeligt Studenter-Settlement (Christian Students Settlement) KSS is an NGO established in Copenhagen in 1911. The idea was that voluntary students from the University of Copenhagen should work as volunteers in the poor working class communities in Copenhagen.

Today KSS is a nonprofit organization with a staff of both employed personnel and volunteers. KSS is engaged in different kinds of community work:

· social and cultural support in clubs for children and youth especially with an ethnic background other than Danish.

· Projects for unemployed citizens in the local community

· Integration-projects for immigrants from Turkey, Pakistan and Arabian countries

      -    Free social and psychological advising for local citizens

	What are your present activities and projects?

	We are developing a project called “The living city”, where we try to combine all the local resources in a particular neighbourhood

· institutions for children and elderly citizens

· the school and the church

· the shops and blocks of flats

The goal is to develop more sustainability and social capital in the neighbourhood.

	Identify your current primary interests:

	To develop working places in the local community for citizens, who are not able to get a job in the normal job market.

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	MMCC, Mobile Mini Circus for Children. The main objective is to provide educational and informative entertainment for children in developing countries.

The international MMCC organization serves as an umbrella and a network for local MMCC activities. It is based in Copenhagen with friends, partners and sponsors in 15 different countries all over the world.    www.MMCCinternational.org

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	CEBSD/ TLCD

People and Politics


FRANCE

IR DSU Inter-Réseaux Développement Social Urbain 

IR DSU is a network of 19 regional networks of professionals involved in social development in France. 

GEORGIA


International Association „Civitas Georgica”, Tbilisi

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: International Association “Civitas Georgica”

	Address: 97 Tsinamdzgvrishvili street, Tbilisi, 0164, Georgia

	Tel:   +995 32 951991                      Fax:    +99532 911948         E-mail: office@civitas.ge

	Website: www.civitas.ge

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	Civitas Georgica was established in 1996 and now has 10 years of experience in capacity building in civil society and government agencies, a good knowledge of Georgian regions and well-established contacts/collaboration practices with local partner organizations (Local CSOs, local government bodies etc.).

Civitas Georgica was established by those who believe that Georgia is a country with European values. The organization has a far-reaching competence base in effecting policy change through institution building, organizational and management development and training.

	What are your present activities and projects?

	Since the day of its foundation Civitas Georgica has implemented up to 30 different projects. Its Current activities include:

· Public kindergartens as vehicles for community mobilization

· Municipal economic development planning
· Strengthening rural associations
· Sustainable development in rural communities 

	Identify your current primary interests:

	The organization works in three priority areas:

· Development of human resources, especially in the regions of Georgia, is the most important trend in our activities.

· Civil Development Programs are a tool for encouraging civil activity and participation, promoting partnership among civil groups, and supporting local initiatives. 

· Self-governance and local development. “Civitas Georgica” is the first Georgian non-governmental organization, which, since the day of its establishment, has worked on self-governance and local government issues, and has examined and analysed the social and economic development of Georgian regions.

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	Central and Eastern European Citizens Network (CEECN)

European Network of Training organizations (ENTO)

National Coalition for Decentralization

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	Since 2004 Civitas Georgica has organized the “Citizen Participation Week” in Georgia every year (last week of every September). Within the past 2 years, 11 towns and up to 15 000 people have taken part in the event. From 2006 we have launched a special civic education program called “Sigma” for former public servants. Our activities also concern minority issues and promoting the interests of marginalized groups and the youth.


GERMANY

PBW, Paritätisches Bildungswerk Bundesverband, Frankfurt a. M.

Paritätisches Bildungswerk Bundesverband PBW in Germany co-ordinates information between local, regional and community development organizations, most of which are in the non-governmental sector.  PBW also runs the Community Development Website www.quarternet.de and is a member of the national network “Community Work and Social Urban Development” (BAG Soziale Stadtentwicklung und Gemeinwesenarbeit)
Contact details for PBW Dr. Armin Kuphal

a.kuphal@quarternet.de 

PBW, Paritätisches Bildungswerk Bundesverband, 

Heinrich-Hoffmann Str. 3,
DE-60528 Frankfurt a.M.

Germany

www.gemeinwesenarbeit.de
HUNGARY

HACD Hungarian Association for Community Development, Budapest

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: Közösségfejlesztők Egyesülete

                                    HACD Hungarian Association for Community Development

	Address: 1011 Budapest, Corvin tér 8. Hungary

	Tel:  + 36 1 201-5728       Fax: + 36 1 225-6013                                   E-mail: kofe@kka.hu

	Website: www.kka.hu

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	HACD is a nation-wide registered charity organization founded in 1989. The objective of HACD is the development of the capacity of citizens to initiate and act in the community. This goal is designed to be achieved through increasing participation of citizens in their own and in their common affairs, through improving the community-related conditions for local action and through building-up the local institutions of democracy. HACD is an accredited adult training institution for training community activists as well as professionals.

HACD joined CEBSD in 1991, the CEE Citizens Network in 2002. In 2001/2003, HACD undertook a community development partnership-building project in Central and Eastern Europe. 

	What are your present activities and projects?

	- The launch of the postgraduate further training course “Community and Civil Studies”, with the Department of Social Work and Social Politics and the ELTE University of Budapest.

- The launch of the higher-level vocational training course “Community-Civil Organizer”, which has been approved by the Council for Vocational Training and is part of the National Training Register too. 

- The organization of the 120-Hour Vocational Training Course, with 25-40 people receiving a “community development worker” certificate/year.

- The (re-)accreditation of the 45-hour further training course called “Community Work” for another period of 3 years in co-operation with the ELTE University of Budapest.

- The successful organization of the Summer University, the Citizen Participation Week, and the “Community” Conference each year.

- The training of mentors for social co-operatives under the name SZÖVET-KEZDET (~ COOPSTART) with funding from the National Employment Fund.

- International work (see further).

- A large number of studies and case studies published in the associational quarterly “Parola”, particularly the 2007/4 and 5 issues, which are dedicated to the tenth anniversary of the Community and Training Centre of the Civil College Foundation in Kunbábony.

- Two new Parola booklets: Paul Henderson’s ‘Including the Excluded’, and two studies on “The Development of Community Work and Community Development in the UK and the Netherlands.

- The “Standards of Community Development” was closed successfully recently.

	Identify your current primary interests:

	Further development of HACD’s 2-fold mission: profiling the profession of community development and initiating countrywide community movements. Other issues:

Networking

In Hungary: Vocational Network for Developing Community Initiatives
This is the 4th year of this cooperation and the steps taken in the different counties were quite diverse, just as the local conditions were. The common characteristic of the recent period was that, besides following the regularly appearing new initiatives and the initiatives appearing earlier on, many organizations have promoted local initiatives in entering the new regional development programmes, wile also giving publicity to the opportunities for the newly founded LEADER communities.

International networking: the organization of the European Dialogue between the CEBSD and the CEE CN in 9-10 May 2008 in Hungary.
Community based economic development

A growing number of local communities see the newly shaping social co-operative format as a way to develop the community. 

Urban regeneration

In cities and housing estates a new phenomenon is starting to unfold: in urban slums a need for community help and community work in urban regeneration is articulated. 

New training system

The introduction of the new training system of HACD and the Civil College Foundation, developing new training materials, launching pilot training courses for community/civil activists as well as professionals.

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	We are member organization in the CEBSD and in the CEE Citizens Network, as well as the Training and Learning for Community Development European Network internationally and in Hungary we work for two networks: Vocational Network for Developing Community Initiatives and Federation of the Development for Community Participation Association (11 organizations). Now we are in the process of establishing the Civil College Adult Training Network in Hungary. 

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	CEE Citizens Network
The Citizens Participation Week is a campaign week, which is organized in 16 countries at the end of September each year. The calls, press-matter and the logos and labels of the CPW can be accessed on the home pages of the CEE Citizens Network (www.ceecn.net). HACD is the international coordinator of CPW in the region.

                       CEBSD

Grundtvig Seminar. The seminar of CEBSD’s ‘Training and Learning Community Development’ Grundtvig project was organized by HACD in Budapest, in 2007.

As the follow-up of this project a series of Relay Visits are organized by the partners of the project Consortium. The second one was organized by the HACD in Budapest, in 18-20 February this year.

People and Politics – Grundtvig cooperation, learning exchange programme for citizens participation. HACD is one of the partners in this project.

“Pass it on” EU Programme “Promotion of Active European Citizenship” project was realized in between 2006/2007. 

The European Dialogue project – see above!

From time to time we are working in bilateral projects with Slovakia, Poland, Romania.


NETHERLANDS

MOVISIE, kennis en advies voor maatschappelijke ontwikkeling, Utrecht
MOVISIE is the new knowledge institute for social development in The Netherlands. Our mission is to promote the participation and independence of citizens. We do this by supporting and advising professional organizations, volunteer organizations and government institutions in the field of welfare, care and social inclusion. Five themes are central to our work: social cohesion, volunteer effort, informal care, vulnerable groups and domestic and sexual violence.

Involved and results-oriented

MOVISIE is involved, demand-driven and results-oriented. We gear our services to the needs in our field of work. And we want our results to be measurable wherever possible to make our contributions to society transparent. In our work we take account of the diversity of people to avoid exclusion of groups.

Knowledge that works

Effective knowledge has priority in the services of MOVISIE: we collect, enrich, validate and distribute knowledge of high quality. We work together with partners and clients. We distribute this knowledge through programmes, training and coaching, network meetings, publications, and the Internet and consultation services. Developing effective and practical programmes for and with professionals is our strength. To facilitate professional development

MOVISIE translates changes - both in policy and working conditions - to the shop floor.

Local implementation

Our knowledge must work locally. That’s why MOVISIE is at the centre of local practice.

This focus clearly comes to the fore in our support for the introduction and implementation of the Social Support Act (Wmo). This Act gives municipalities and local institutions greater responsibility for the care and welfare of citizens. MOVISIE works closely together with these local partners and helps them to respond to the areas where the Social Support Act takes effect.

Who we work for

With the financial support of the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport, MOVISIE carries out numerous projects emanating from the Social Support Act. But we also receive assignments from foundations, municipalities, other ministries and companies.

Professionals in our field of work are welcome to make direct use of the knowledge and expertise of MOVISIE. We are on hand to offer tailor-made advice and support in response to their specific queries and needs.

International cooperation

From 1 January 2007 six organizations combine their strengths in MOVISIE, Netherlands centre for social development: CIVIQ, Kenniscentrum Lesbisch en Homoemancipatiebeleid (KCLH), Landelijk Centrum Opbouwwerk (LCO), parts of the NIZW, TransAct and X-S2 Kennisnetwerk Sociaal Beleid.

These MOVISIE partners combine their strengths and experiences in international work.

MOVISIE is a learning organization willing to work with other countries and to share

experiences in international cooperation. If you are interested in international

cooperation or looking for a partner in international social development issues, contact

the International Centre of MOVISIE.

MOVISIE International Centre can be reached at: Telephone +31 (0)30 789 21 48,

intcentre@movisie.nl

MOVISIE focuses on five themes:

Social cohesion

Volunteer effort

Informal care

Vulnerable groups

Domestic and sexual violence

MOVISIE, Netherlands centre for social development * PO Box 19129 * 3501 DC Utrecht * Netherlands. Telephone +31 (0)30 789 20 00 * Fax +31 (0)30 789 21 11. www.movisie.nl, 
Contact Fenny Gerrits f.gerrits@movisie.nl
NORWAY

Stiftelsen Idébanken, Oslo

	Organizational data

	Name of organization:  The Ideas Bank Foundation

Contact person: Kirsten Paaby, deputy manager

	Address:  Akersgata 34, 0180 Oslo, Norway

	Tel:    +47 23 31 09 60               Fax: +47 23 31 09 79                   E-mail: kirsten@idebanken.no 

	Website: www.idebanken.no 

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	The Ideas Bank works in the field of sustainable community development and social innovations both at local, regional, national, Nordic and European level. Our work is directed towards administrators in municipalities, politicians, different educational institutions both formal and non-formal, citizens and different organizations in the civil society.  Our main objectives are 1. Pedagogical presentations of the concept of sustainable community development in the broad perspective involving both an ecological, economical and social dimension, 2. Methods for democratic dialogues and participation 3. Collecting and disseminating of good examples of projects that can earn high interest in the shape of a better and more sustainable future. Our database with examples represents best practices in resource conservation, global responsibility and developing of vibrant local communities.  We focus as well at dissemination of the best practice examples through website, newsletters, articles and publications as well as different democratic and participatory methods.

	What are your present activities and projects?

	Since 2007 and in the coming 4 years we will be assisting the National programmes „Liveable Communities“ and „Green Energy Communities“ with the above-mentioned 3 objectives.  (The programme is supported by the Ministry of Environmental Affairs and is led by The Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities.) Among 100 municipalities are at the moment taking part in the programme and will work together in thematic networks. Our main role will partly be the training of trainers and partly we will do training in some of the thematic networks. One of the important focus points in the programme is the role of community building and dialogue, and partnership with the civil society.

A part of our training and learning activities around democratic participation in a sustainable community development takes place in the field of lifelong learning with a focus on strengthening the capacity and competence in taking action towards sustainability. We work actively on different levels with the UN Decade for Education for Sustainable Development. Together with partners in Sweden and Denmark we initiated the Nordic Campaign “The Balancing Act” (www.balanseakten.no ) in March 2006. Nordic institutions of education - both formal and non-formal - are invited to join and work practically with the challenges stated by the UN Summit Meeting in Johannesburg 2002: Education is a key to sustainable development and essential to improve people’s ability to solve environmental and development problems, and education for sustainable development is an issue for all people in all phases of their lives. In the first phase of the project we directed the invitation towards the folk highs schools and associations for adult learning and have carried out workshops and seminars both at National and Nordic level. At the moment we are preparing a contribution on this issue to the next Nordic Conference on Sustainable Community Development, “One small step” to be held in Odense, Denmark. We are in the planning group of the conference, which is supposed to give input to the International Climate Conference to be held in Copenhagen 2009.

We also carry out training and learning activities in teacher training colleges on the issue of sustainable consumption with a special focus on the citizen’s power and on how participative democracy might lead to a more sustainable consumption.                                                                                     

	Identify your current primary interests:

	To increase the focus on the importance of democratic participation and the role of civil society in creating a sustainable future. To contribute to the ongoing Norwegian public discussion around the political priorities towards the climate problems, the work for biodiversity and other important issues under the motto “Technology and behaviour hand in hand”, stressing that what we do as individual citizens and collectively makes a difference. We will make an extra effort to stimulate the debate with best practice examples and where appropriate “bad practice examples” that can illuminate the dilemmas and the challenges in creating a sustainable future. 

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	In addition to being a member of the organization Combined European Bureau for Social Development the Ideas Bank is active in the Consumer Citizen’s network http://www.hihm.no/eway/default.aspx?pid=252 

We participate in the World Future Studies Federation, a global network of institutions and individuals who work with Future Studies.

http://www.wfsf.org/ 

At the Nordic level we participate in the Nordic think tank DEMOS 

At the Norwegian National level we, among others, participate in a newly started network for participative methods and action research, and a network of Fair Trade communities. 

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	At the moment we are participating in three EU-funded projects organized around the issue of European Citizenship and citizen participation:

1. Training and learning for Community Development through CEBSD. Some of the headings are: Shared definitions of core concepts in Training and Learning for Community Development. Training and learning related to the development of civic skills.

Training and learning related to professional development and policy development. (http://www.cebsd.org/comment.htm )
2. Strengthening Participative Democracy through Collaborative Learning. The project shall contribute to a redefinition and reinforcement of local and regional participative democracy, which implies the aspects of being a citizen – not only in the local, regional and national democracies, but also in European society. www.learnship.eu  

3. People and Politics - a learning partnership, which will provide learning, exchanges to exchange and improve methods for citizen participation. The focus will be the exchange of methods, which lead to actual change in community issues concerning local community development. The website will be available from the end of May: www.peopol.eu 


ROMANIA

RACD Romanian Association for Community Development, Vrancea

Asociate Romana de Dezvoltare Comunitara, Romanian Association for Community Development RACD. The RACD is to contribute to the building of a strong civil society by working with poor and disadvantaged communities in Eastern Europe so they can rely on their own power and enjoy self-determination, self-dependence, and improved collective welfare. RACD uses several complementary approaches:
· community facilitation: facilitate the creation and development of community groups and organizations

· on site training and consultancy on participatory strategic planning and project development

· seed funding: providing small capacity building grants for community projects

· forum theatre

· networking

Contact Aura Ionica

ASOCIATIA ROMANA DE DEZVOLTARE COMUNITARA Craiova, Str. N. Titulescu, No. 64. Tel.: 40 351 448 001, fax: 40 766 585 206, 
www.ardc.ro, aura@ardc.ro
Community Foundation, Sibiu

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: Sibiu Community Foundation

	Address:Bd. Vasile Milea, Bl. P1, Sc. D, Ap. 64, Sibiu, 550331, Romania

	Tel: 0040269/212999                Fax: 0040269/212999                          E-mail:fcsibiu@gmail.com

	Website:

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	The mission of the organization is to support a complex development of localities through civic and financial participation. The goals of the foundation are:

· To promote and implement local partnerships between local authorities, public, institutions, civil society organizations and the business sector for the social, cultural, ecological and economic revival of communities;

· To develop cultural, social, economic and environmental projects for complex development;

· To support the self-organization of community groups;

· To involve citizens in local administration;

· To set development strategies for localities for the short, medium and long term, and to monitor their accomplishment and support the activities of NGOs and community groups.

	What are your present activities and projects?

	Our present projects are:

The development of the zone “Margnimea Sibiului”. The overall objective of the project is to promote citizen consultancy in the elaboration process of a Zonal Development Strategy for Marginimea Sibiului and Local Development Plans for Saliste, Tilisca, Rasinari, Sadu and Rau Sadului. The specific objectives of the project are: to develop Local Development Plans for the period 2008-2013 for Saliste, Tilisca, Rasinari, Sadu and Rau Sadului to be adopted by the local councils; to consult 1000 citizens in the elaboration process of a Zonal Development Plan for Marginimea Sibiului for the period 2008-2013.

Copsa Mica Citizens Advisory Bureau. The general objective of the project is to achieve a lasting development of information and advising services in the area of the Copsa Mica Citizens Advisory Bureau: in the city of Copsa Mica and the local communities of Valea Viilor, Micasasa, Seica Mica and Axente Sever. The specific objectives are: to improve the quality of informative and advising services provided by the Copsa Mica Citizens Advisory Bureau; to provide assistance for the City Hall of Copsa Mica in order to develop a Local Development Strategy for the city along the following major coordinates: economy, environment, infrastructure, health and cultural activities.

Dialogue Program Network Romania 2007-2008. The Goal of the project is to consolidate the organization Dialogue Network Romania. The strategic objectives of the Dialogue Program for the period 2007-2008 are: to improve the Dialogue Program which is present in the following cities: Sibiu, Cisnadie, Saliste, Copsa Mica, Brasov, Miercurea Ciuc Gheorgheni, Baile Tusnad, Focsani, Adjud si Odobesti and in rural zones, where Dialogue type activities are developed: Rasinari, Tilisca, Gura Raului, Talmacel, Brosteni, Jaristea, Vartescoiu, Ciceu, Pauleni Ciuc, Misentea, Sancaraienisi Tarlungeni; to develop the expertise of Dialogue’s staff and volunteers; to increase the visibility of the Dialogue Network Program at the national, regional, and local level; to increase the capacities of the Dialogue Program in the area of raising funds.

Identity Right. Roma people from Sibiu county. The general objective of the project is to improve the conditions of the Roma in order to promote their social inclusion and access to public services and the job market.


	Identify your current primary interests:

	The Mission of Community Foundation Sibiu is to support a complex development of localities through involving the local administration, non-governmental institutions, the business sector and citizens.

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

Dialogue Network Romania. The DIALOGUE Program is a permanent and democratic activity to stimulate civic initiatives in Romania. DIALOGUE Program Romania started in 1993 and has extended its permanent practice to 10 important local areas in Romania through 4 local non-governmental organizations based in Sibiu and Cisnadie (Community Foundation Sibiu), Focsani si Adjud (Community Partnership Association Focsani), Miercurea Ciuc and Gheorgheni (Eurocultura Association Miercurea Ciuc) and Brasov (Community Partnership Association Brasov).

During their regular meetings, the members of the DIALOGUE Network Romania have performed a permanent assessment of their activities; trying to keep themselves updated with the realities of the communities they work in/for. In this way, there has been a reshuffle of the objectives of the DIALOGUE Program as specified below:

· To create a viable and permanent communication system among citizens, NGOs, business sector and local administration;

· To permanently inform, advice and educate citizens;

· To encourage the participation of citizens, NGOs and the business sector in decision-making and decision-assessment processes at the local level;

· To involve citizens, NGOs, the business sector and the local administration in identifying and solving community problems;

· To support volunteering and the activities of community groups.

Sibiu Community Foundation is also a member of the Rural Assistance Network.

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	Sibiu Community Foundation is a member of CEBSD and attends the annual meetings of the Network. Furthermore, Sibiu Community Foundation has developed local programs to promote citizen participation in the decision-making processes of communities.

	


Pro Democracy Association Brasov Branch, Brasov

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: Pro Democracy Association Brasov Branch

	Address: Romania, Brasov, 3 Mihail Sadoveanu Street, Room 19

	Tel:    +04 268 475992                 Fax:  +04 268 475992                                                                      E-mail: apdbv@brasovia.ro

	Website:

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	Pro Democracy Association (PDA) is a civic organization with the mission to strengthen democracy in Romania through civic participation. 

The most important feature of the organization’s work is non-partisanship. In the past 17 years, Pro Democracy Association has worked to develop the civic attitude of individuals and achieve better cooperation between citizens and their elected bodies. 

	What are your present activities and projects?

	Our current activities are:

- Realizing a research project through which local authorities from the rural area are implementing the laws 544/2001 and 52/2003 in 48 small local communities 

- Training public officers from the rural area to implement these laws.

- Making local action plans for informing and involving citizens in decision-making processes.

- Promoting good practices through a handbook containing project methodology and good examples of improving the implementation of the laws 544/2001 and 52/2003 by NGOs from Brasov County, etc).

	Identify your current primary interests:

	The main fields of interest of APD’s Brasov Branch are: strengthening the relations between the electorate and elected representatives, observing the fairness of the electoral process, civic education; citizens' participation in the process of drafting public policies, the transparency of public institutions and their control by civil society; protecting human rights. 

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	Pro Democracy Association Brasov has membership in the following organizations:

- National Network of the Pro Democracy Association Romania (www.apd.ro)

- DIALOGUE Network Romania
- CEE Citizens’ Network

- Association for Community Partnership Braşov.

- NETworking Europe Romania (http://networking.infoeuropa.ro ).

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	Our organization is a member of Networking Europe Romania. The network has annual meetings involving member organizations and institutions in order to exchange experiences and materials. 

Just recently, we have held a seminar related to Romania’s integration to the European Community. We have also organized a ‘go and vote’ campaign for the European Parliament elections in Romania, and have published and disseminated materials about the European Parliament and other European institutions.

All our projects are related to citizens’ participation in public decision-making processes. During the 18 years of our history, we have organized over 50 big projects in order to achieve our organizational objectives. See: www.apd.ro, http://brasov.apd.ro .


Association for Community Partnership, Brasov

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: Asociaţia pentru Parteneriat Comunitar Brasov  (romanian language)

                                        Association for Community Partnership Braşov

	Address: Romania, Brasov,  3 Mihail Sadoveanu Street, Room 19

	Tel:        +04 268 410192                 Fax:  +04 268 410192                                                                            E-mail: apcbrasov@gmail.com

	Website:

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	The purpose of the organization is to support the initiatives meant to ensure community development, the respect due to the individual and his dignity, and the realization of social cohesion at the community level.

The organization has 2 departments:

1. Citizen Advisory Bureau - where information and counselling is offered in 12 areas: public health, civil rights, education, consumer rights, labour issues, child protection, social insurances, taxes and fees, public services, social assistance, real estate issues, official procedures. 

2. DIALOGUE Program Community Development Center – a program meant to support community development projects in line with EU regulations.

	What are your present activities and projects?

	Our current activities are:

· Informing and counselling citizens in Brasov county through the Citizen Advisory Bureau Brasov in 12 areas: public health, civil rights, education, consumers rights, work issues, child protection, social insurances, taxes and fees, public services, social assistance, real estate issues, official procedures.

· Social Integration of the Roma (we have a project in the northern part of the county – expected results: 500 identity cards for disadvantaged groups, 50 real estate documents for the Roma community in CATA, 1000 citizens in rural areas informed and advised in the form of 7 information caravans) 

· Partnership with local administrations in community projects such as – Water for Life in Valcele, Covasna County (a project for water supply and a health campaign for the Roma community in Valcele)

· Community Development Center – support for NGO’s (funding opportunities, legal issues, founding a coalition of NGOs that are active in the social domain, editing the Directory of Public Institutions and NGOs from Brasov County, etc).

	Identify your current primary interests:

	· Encouraging citizens’ involvement in public policy and decision-making processes.

· Promoting and implementing partnership between civil society, public institutions, and the business sector in order to develop communities from a social, cultural, ecological and economical perspective.

· Supporting non-governmental organizations and local initiatives.

· Protecting human rights as international treaties stipulate them.

· Fighting the discrimination and promoting the social inclusion of disadvantaged groups in their communities.

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	The Association for Community Partnership is a member of the following organizations:

- DIALOGUE Network Romania. 

- National Association of Citizen Advisory Bureaus, Romania. (www.robcc.ro) 

- NETworking Europe, Romania (http://networking.infoeuropa.ro ).

The Association for Community Partnership is a newly established organization, which used to be a department of the Pro Democracy Association Brasov, our founding member.

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	Our organization is a member of the NETworking Europe Romania, a network formed by institutions and NGOs in order to spread information on European issues. The network operates under the European Commission.

The network has annual meetings involving member organizations and institutions in order to exchange experiences and materials. Through the Citizen Advisory Bureau, we have conducted successful campaigns related to European citizenship. Some campaigns were dedicated to issues such as labour in the European Community, etc. 

Also, we have all the information related to European citizenship available for citizens who approach the Bureau.

Our regular routine is to spread materials and hold seminars. We have also participated in events related to the Europe Day.

We have also been involved in the ‘go and vote’ campaign organized for the European Parliament elections in Romania.

Half of our activities are related to the Citizen Advisory Bureau and the counselling of citizens.


Associatia CRONO, Craiova

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: The Resources Center for Non-profit organizations from Oltenia 

(C.R.O.N.O.) CRAIOVA

	Address: Vasile Alecsandri street, nr. 162, Craiova, Romania

	Tel: 0040-351-807051, 0040-743-070270    Fax: 0040-351-807051, 0040-351 814400                     

E-mail: zuleanulucian@gmail.com, crono@rdscv.ro, nicucuta@gmail.com 

	Website: www.crono.org.ro

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	C.R.O.N.O. CRAIOVA is a regional resources-center, which provides counselling, consultancy, technical assistance and training programmes for non-profit organizations from the Oltenia region in the Southwest of Romania (5 counties: Dolj, Gorj, Mehedinţi, Olt and Vâlcea). The organization facilitates partnerships between these organizations and similar entities in Romania and abroad through the networks it is a member of (CEECN, RURALNET, etc.), including CBC programmes with Bulgarian partners, especially from Vidin, Vratza and Montana counties. 

	What are your present activities and projects?

	- Regional coordinators for national campaigns (anti-corruption activities and monitoring EU funds – Transparency International Romania, 2% for NGO– CENTRAS Bucharest, public audiences mechanism – CMSC Iaşi, monitoring the local and general elections – CeRe Bucharest, etc.);

-  Training Programmes;

- Counselling, consultancy, providing technical assistance for our beneficiaries in the elaboration and implementation of projects and programmes;

- Local Forums in 6 small and medium-sized towns in Oltenia (a World Bank project).

	Identify your current primary interests:

	 - to develop our training, consultancy, and technical assistance programmes;

 - partnerships and networking;

 - civic projects and programmes.

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	  - RuralNet, a Romanian national network for rural community development

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	  Not yet done, but we are planning to get involved in this area in the future.


SLOVAK REPUBLIC

CCO Center for Community Organizing, Banska Bystrica

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: Center for Community Organizing

	Address: Kapitulska 13, 97401 Banska Bystrica, Slovakia

	Tel:  +421-48-412 3880    Fax:  +421-48-412 3880       E-mail:   kajo@cko.sk

	Website:  www.cko.sk

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	The Center for Community Organizing (CCO) supports and ensures the active participation of citizens in public decision-making process.  It helps citizens to formulate and advocate for their natural interests.  It creates the space for effective cooperation among the civic, government and business sectors in dealing with the development of communities.

	What are your present activities and projects?

	The primary activities of the Network include community organizing projects in the cities of Banska Bystrica and Zvolen in Slovakia.  The work includes activities supporting both individual neighbourhood citizen initiatives as well as citywide initiatives.  Over the last two years, CCO has been involved with training several groups from Azerbaijan in the area of community organizing.  More recently we were also asked to support a Polish organization with starting up a community organizing project.  The first project is underway in Katowice.  

	Identify your current primary interests:

	The primary interest of CCO is to expand its work in Slovakia in the area of community organizing.  CCO also has interest in expanding its training activities and supporting community organizing outside Slovakia over the next couple of years, including Poland, Azerbaijan and Albania. CCO is also interested in launching a broader community development project including the facilitation of the preparation of Social Development plans and housing assistance projects in large housing estates.  

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	The Center for Community Organizing is a founding member of the CEE Citizens network and has served as its parent organization during the first four years of its existence.  We have more recently been involved with the founding of the European Community Organizing Network.  This new Network is just being formed and has completed negotiations with the CEE Citizens Network to utilize them as their parent organization.  

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	The development of citizen participation is the primary mission of CCO.  CCO helps to build citizens’ capacity to enter into public life and to be more successful in their campaigns.  CCO was part of the Large Housing Areas Sustainability Activity LHASA project which was funded under Interreg #B. As a part of this project, they authored a study on the levels of citizen participation in the project neighbourhoods.  CCO is currently participating in the Training and Learning for Community Development project.  


VOKA Rural Organization for Community Activities, Banska Bystrica

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: VOKA – Vidiecka organizácia pre komunitné activity (Rural organization for community activities)

	Address: Námestie Štefana Moyzesa 4, 974 01 Banská Bystrica 

	Tel: 421 48 415 1691-2         Fax: 421 48 415 1693            E-mail: lojkova@voka.sk

	Website: www.voka.sk

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	VOKA was officially registered at the Slovak Ministry of Interior in August 1998 under Regulation 83/1990 covering Civic Associations. VOKA’s members are both individuals and legal entities involved in rural development on the community or micro-regional level. VOKA’s headquarters are in Banska Bystrica, with project implementation taking place in rural communities of up to 5000 residents. VOKA operates in several self-governing administrative regions. In the last few years, VOKA’s work has concentrated in the Banska Bystrica administrative region with the aim of developing sustainable projects using proven methods and tools. This in turn will increase the effectiveness of projects for target groups.

	What are your present activities and projects?

	Integrated Rural Maternity Centers,

About People & With People contest

Young Entrepreneurs Support Network – networking NGO supporting employment of young people in the rural areas

PADEPAL - Partnerships in Development towards Participatory Local Governance in Serbia  

Micro loan fund for supporting rural development

	Identify your current primary interests:

	We could divide current primary interest of VOKA into 3 main areas:

1. Integrated rural development

2. Community development

3. Employment & economy development of rural areas

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	VOKA is a member of:

• Slovak NGDO Platform

• Regional Committee of Social Development Fund in Banska Bystrica Self-governing

Region

• Rural Parliament Slovakia

• Various national and international partnerships for rural development

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	About People - With People contest - 

VOKA launched the competition ‘About People & With People’ in 2006 at the invitation of the Czech Center for Community Practice (CpKP), which had already conducted 4 annual competitions to recognize representatives of local government for the efforts to encourage participation in community, local and regional development.

Competition About People With People has continued this year. The main aim of this competition is to highlight very good and practical examples of community planning in the Slovak Republic.


SLOVENIA


CNVOS Center for Information Service, Cooperation and Development of NGOs,

Ljubljana

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: CNVOS – Center for Information service, cooperation and development of NGOs

	Address: Povšetova 37, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

	Tel:    + 386 (0) 1 542 14 22     Fax: + 836 (0) 1 542 14 24           E-mail: info@cnvos.si 

	Website: www.cnvos.si 

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	The Center's main goals are the development and enforcement of networks within the NGO sector; capacity building of NGO support structures including training and information provision; provision of support to developmental projects in the field of NGOs; communication between the government and NGOs at central and regional levels; development of a regulatory framework for the NGO sector; development of funding mechanisms for the NGO sector; lobbying to improve the legal, financial and general position of NGOs; acquisition and transmission of information; partnership and co-operation at national and international levels; establishment of a more important position for NGOs in society, i.e. making the NGO sector an equal partner in decision-making processes; the raising of public awareness regarding the significance of NGOs.

	What are your present activities and projects?

	Current projects:

· Information and expert support for development, cooperation and active participation of NGOs in 2008 

· Slovene NGOs becoming members of EU networks and active players in EU arena

· NGOs playing active role for European citizenship

· Conference »European Parliament and NGOs – strengthening the dialogue« 2007

· Slovenian non-governmental organizations portal for the period of the EU Presidency

· International Conference on the role of civil society in the European neighbourhood

· Debates after EU Council meetings during the Slovene EU Presidency

CNVOS’ main activities are: Administrative and technical support to NGOs, Information services (databases, weekly e-info package, web pages, annual NGO festival, E-newsletter, publishing, round tables and public debates), educational activities (workshops and seminars, international conferences), counselling services, networking, policy formulation. CNVOS continues to provide effective EU information for a number of different NGOs, including Youth Centers and thus encourages and contributes to local active citizenship.

	Identify your current primary interests:

	Development of NGOs, capacity building, strengthen civil dialogue, networking etc.

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	· ECAS – European Citizen Action Service

· CEDAG – European Council for Non-profit Organizations

· Social Platform - The Platform of European Social NGOs
· Balkan Civil Society Development Network

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	See “Activities and projects”


SPAIN


FDC Fundacio Desenvolupament Comunitari, Barcelona 

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: FUNDACIO DESENVOLUPAMENT COMUNITARI (FDC)

	Address: Via Laietana 54, 4-3 )8))# BARCELONA CATALUNYA SPAIN

	Tel:  +34.268.04.77                             Fax:  +93.268.01.39        E-mail: gorsini@fdc.cat

	Website: www.desenvolupamentcomunitari.cat

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	FDC is a Foundation which works towards people’s inclusion in the elaboration of public social policies around the country. From this point of view 4 main areas of work are present in FDC: the participation area, the accessibility area, the mediation area, the work inclusion area. The international area and the know-how management area are transversal areas which feed and are fed by the other four areas. Consultation, investigation, training and direct action through projects are the main components of FDC’s work. The Patronat is the main decision making body, which, in addition to the members of FDC, also involves some acknowledged experts from one of FDC’s fields of work.

	What are your present activities and projects?

	We are currently active:

· facilitating participatory processes in the cities of Catalunya where urban changes are to be done or the consultation of citizens in general is needed 

· facilitating processes for creating meeting venues and conference places that can be accesses by disabled people (people in wheelchairs, blind people, etc.)

· running mediation processes in different local communities (currently in 6 towns in Catalunya) where conflicts require such an approach

· running European projects in the field of social inclusion, people and politics and lifelong learning  

· organizing co-operation projects in the Maghreb, Uganda, Kenya, Guinea Conakry and Colombia in the field of participation, mediation and training of trainers.

	Identify your current primary interests:

	- Conflict management, especially in the intercultural field

- Participation methods and techniques to facilitate inclusion, especially of the most excluded

- Know-how management as a way of organizational development

- Lobbying and advocacy

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	CORNISA (Mediterranean Network to promote local development, especially in the Maghreb area)

FEANTSA (European network for the homeless)

CEBSD (Combined European Bureau for Social Development)

EURALAT (Latin American Observatory for Social and Democratic Development)

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE WORLD SOCIAL FORUM (through EURALAT)

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	The issue of European Citizenship and Citizen Participation has been approached in Catalonian projects, since it is an element of growth (in terms of feeling part of a wider community), but also an element of struggle, since there is a strong feeling that a lot of progress must be done in terms of social rights, economic cohesion throughout Europe (and the World), and equal opportunities, which can all help to fix common concerns.

On the other hand, through the projects granted by the European Union (Grundtvig II and IV), FDC is also raising the issue of European Citizenship in the local groups set-up in the framework of these projects.

FDC has no specific projects, which deal with the issue, but some of its members have been involved in such projects, partly through other organizations. In this way, FDC also takes advantage of this knowledge when working out new cooperation schemes or partnerships. 


SWEDEN


CESAM Stiftelsen Centrum för Samhällsarbete och Mobilisering, Örebro

CESAM Centrum För Samhällsarbete och Mobilisering is a foundation, which provides support for the public, voluntary and private sectors in the field of community development in Sweden. CESAM is the only NGO offering training and learning for NGO s and local authorities.  It has developed a national database and training materials especially on techniques for democratic meetings for joint planning and decision-making. Networking and dialogues.

CESAM works with

· Advisory service to promote community development, active citizenship and participatory democracy 

· Supporting processes in local initiative, project and long run community development 

· Supply training for process orientated work and techniques for democratic meetings 

· Supervision/guidance for process orientated work and community workers 

The history of the Cesam foundation goes back to the beginning of the 80`s. The community college, county council and municipality of the city of Örebro started a collaborative project. The aim of the project was to strengthen community development and empowerment in the region. The project was called Cesam, Centrum för samhällsarbete och mobilisering (Centre for Community Development and Mobilization).

In 1993 Cesam turned into a non-profit foundation. The board is put up by the County Council. Within the next three years Hans Andersson, the founder of Cesam, was accompanied by five new members of staff. Cesam became a national centre for community development, empowerment strategies and participative democracy. The sphere of activity expanded from regional to national.

The Cesam foundation is financed by consulting assignments. Voluntary organizations, associations, public or private offices may consult Cesam in a process of community development and empowerment. Cesam can assist in any part of the process, in the initial phase, during the realization or in the evaluation of a completed process. The assignments can be on short- or long term basis.

Cesam make great use of and continually develop techniques for democratic meetings. When using these techniques the participation and motivation is maximized for all persons who take part in the event. Some of these techniques are traditionally known, others have been developed by Cesam.

Contact Hans Andersson 

CESAM Rudbecksgatan 28, 5tr70223 Örebro Sweden Tel.: + 46 19 17 0750, 

fax: + 46 19 17 0753 

e-mail: hans.andersson@cesam.se

UNITED KINGDOM
Community Development Foundation, London

	Organizational data

	Name of organization: Community Development Foundation

	Address: Unit 5 Angel Gate 320-326 City Rd London EC1V 2PT

	Tel:          0044 207 833 1772             Fax:  0044                            E-mail: sue.webb@cdf.org.uk

	Website: http://www.cdf.org.uk

	Describe your organization (no more than 10 lines):

	The Community Development Foundation is a leading source of intelligence, guidance and delivery on community development in England and across the UK. CDF is a non-departmental public body and a registered charity supported by Communities and Local Government (CLG).
CDF's Vision is for an inclusive and just society and our mission is to lead community development analysis and strategy, in order to empower people to influence decisions that affect their lives.

	What are your present activities and projects?

	Besides the main work of CDF in the UK, CDF has a dedicated self financing European and International Unit that’s work is primarily policy and practice with some projects.

European and International Unit

Equalable 

The Equalable project is drawing to a close as the key activities of the partners represented by local authorities, of each country have been completed and our focus will be dissemination of tools, research and gender equality guidance across the UK and EU.

The key objectives of the project were to design local strategies to remove barriers to gender equality in local public services, to raise awareness through dissemination of gender equality materials and to develop the introduction of innovative tools based on non-formal education.

Our involvement in the project was primarily within an advisory capacity with the aim of introducing a community development perspective which could be integrated into the strategy and activities of the project.  We also highlighted alternative methods of engagement and participation which could be integrated into the project actions of the partners.

By drawing down the common elements among the different national environments each partner in, the project was able to identify and demonstrate the key challenges of addressing gender inequality across public services.  Sweden focused on non-formal education plans for raising awareness of gender issues among young people, whilst Malta council launched a gender equality campaign within its local authority and linked into activities of young people on the island.

National policy and traditional cultural perceptions of the role of women and men were the obstacles to achieving increased levels of gender equality and the UK reflected the unique position of having a legislative framework which came into force as the Gender Duty in April 2007 and requires all local authorities to eliminate discrimination on the grounds of sex and to promote equality of opportunity for women and men.  

Though the project partners did not have the same or similar legislative framework to support their actions, the programme of Equalabel provided support for grass roots activities to discuss and reflect upon gender equality, and relationships with local public services, such as a pop concert in Segovia Spain and sports activities in Sweden.  
The last thematic workshop held in October looked at progress of each of the partners and additional ways of sustaining relationships and working together once the funding draws to a close.

New European Project for Training and Learning for Community Development 

The Combined European Bureau for Social Development of which CDF is a partner, secured funding for a training and learning framework for community development The project seeks to address the current gaps in training and learning in order to meet the needs of those working within and with communities.
The main aim of the project is to set up a consortium which will take the lead in networking within the field of community-based training and learning in order to draw maximum benefit from the exchange of good practice and implications for European policy.

The EIU will be also be involved in developing the UK and European dimension of the consortium, providing feedback on the application of the core principles of Community Development to training and learning systems at a national level within the context of the Lifelong Learning Programme.

My Voice in Europe project (MVIE) 

The key objectives of the My Voice in Europe project is set within the European Commission Plan D framework of democracy, dialogue and debate. The project aims to:

· To provide a space for women and young people to express their concerns to a listening EU

· Facilitate dialogue, stimulate and deepen debate around the role and impact of the EU

The project will hold be holing a series of events up and down the country in order to provide a space to reflect upon a number of themes and issues which we hope will be brought forward primarily by the young people and women’s groups and organizations.

We want to share information about Europe and the EU, and create reflection spaces so that individuals and groups  can  support each other with exploring what it means to live in Europe today in terms of identity, rights  and the social and political relationships within and between the Europe and the EU.

We also hope to highlight useful and accessible tools which can support the voluntary and community sector interested in influencing Europe. Blogging, workshops on influencing MEPs, and climate change and participative workshops the actions of the EU in relation to local issues are just a few of the areas this project will be covering.

Outcomes of these events will feed into the big final which will be held in September in the West Midlands in the UK.

The project will not be linked to just youth or gender issues but aims to support debate and awareness raising in mainstream issues such as immigration, discrimination, equality, climate change, poverty, which affects us all as individuals, citizens and communities living in a global Europe

If you are interested in getting involved or would like more information about any of CDF’s work please contact 

Sue Webb at sue.webb@cdf.org.uk

	Identify your current primary interests:

	Policy that furthers Community Development processes

Community Development Practice

Training & Learning for Community Development

Research projects using Community responsive methodologies

Publications

	Indicate other networks or other multi-national groups your organization is a member:

	Combined European Bureau for Social Development

International Association for Community Development

Social Platform

European Citizens Advisory Service

Community Sector Coalition

The Association for Research in the Voluntary and Community Sector.
Equalable

	Specify how your organization is engaged with European Citizenship and 
citizen participation.  Please briefly highlight projects or activities.

	Via the Training and Learning for CD project see above

Also via a Conference being organized by the International Association for CD on the theme of Multi Cultural Dialogue in Europe

Sue Webb is also an Executive Board member of the Combined European Bureau for Social Development and in that role sits on the Social Policy working group of the Social Platform

The Platform of European Social NGOs (Social Platform) is the alliance of representative European federations and networks of non-governmental organizations active in the social sector. 

The Social Platform and its members are committed to the advancement of the principles of equality, solidarity, non discrimination and the promotion and respect of fundamental rights for all within Europe and in particular the European Union.

The Social Platform promotes social justice and participatory democracy by voicing the concerns of its member organizations.


The European Dialogue project has received funding from the European Communiy. The sole responsibility for the project lies with the HACD and its partner organisations, and the Education Audiovisual and Culture Agency  (EACEA) and the European Commission are not responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.
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